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deck, is known as The Gut* Its counterpart can
be found in most parts of the world where the
Services congregate* Bombay, Singapore, Hong
Kong, and the rest, all know these places* But
they, and it, are not such sinks of iniquity, nor are
they haunts of the devil, vice, and depravity, as
the snobs and moralists would have us to believe*
When the British soldier or sailor feels the
need for relaxation, or, as he puts it, "a spot of fun",
he goes where he can find music, bright lights, food,
beer, feminine society, and cheerfulness* In Strada
Stretta there are all of these* It is, however, a
damnable and very shameful libel on that delightful
child the Service man to say that he goes to this
place for purely immoral reasons* The smug
busy-bodies who expand on these things would be
horrified if I said that they went to the Sliema Club
on Saturday nights for exactly the same reasons as
a soldier goes to Strada Stretta* What is so
extraordinary is that those who govern us are
talked into believing that such places are not only
bad, but unnecessary*
Those who are used to more refined and
expensive forms of exactly the same kind of amuse-
ment are, when they visit Strada Stretta, inclined
to sniff and call the place garish and vulgar, entirely
forgetting that the Service man has only a few
shillings to spend on his amusements j but I will